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This work was inspired by the following
statement made by U.S. President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt on January 1, 1943.

One year ago, 26 Nations signed at Washington the
Declaration by United Nations.

The world situation at that moment was grim indeed. Yet on
that last New Year's Day, these Nations, bound together by
the universal ideals of the Atlantic Charter, signed an act of
faith that military aggression, treaty violation, and calculated
savagery should be remorselessly overwhelmed by their
combined might and the sacred principles of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness be restored as cherished ideals of
mankind. They thus created the mightiest coalition in history,
mighty not only for its overwhelming material force but still
more for its eternal spiritual values. Three other Nations have
since joined that coalition.

The unity thus achieved amidst dire danger has borne rich
fruit. The United Nations are passing from the defensive to
the offensive.

The unity achieved on the battle line is being earnestly
sought in the not less complex problems on a different front.
In this as in no previous war men are conscious of the
supreme necessity of planning what is to come afterdéand of
carrying forward into peace the common effort which will
have brought them victory in the war. They have come to
see that the maintenance and safeguarding of peace is the
most vital single necessity in the lives of each and all of us.
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Ode To Victory
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